MARCH OF EDUCATION                             107
the Department. According to the instructions in force, the ability of the pupil in games and sports would receive equal recognition with ability in general education. An impetus was given to school games by organising Refresher Courses for athletic Superintendents in English High Schools this year under the auspices of the Travancore University. During 1940, in the Sri Mulam Inter-school Sports for Seniors, 39 English Schools took part. 29 schools participated in the Sri Marthanda Varma Inter-school Sports for Juniors. 32 English High Schools competed in the Princess Karthika Tirunal Inter-school Football Tournament. Gymkhanas exist in some parts of the State and one of them at Trivandrum receives aid from the Department. The number of Scouts, Cubs, etc. in schools rose to 3,315 as against 2,541 in the previous year* The number of Girl Guides and Blue Birds in schools was-276, 18 schools had Junior Red Cross groups in them and they were provided with First Aid outfit.
From last year a special officer has been appointed to study the possibility of introducing easy crafts and craft training as well as group games in Primary and Middle schools. Provision is now made for the training of teachers to organise boy leadership and group games in these schools- The work so far done has been very popular and great results are expected out of this development. Industrial training has been confined mostly to Girls' schools, in which Weaving, Embroidery and Lace work are the main subjects taught. There are also four Kindergarten schools in the Girls' branch of the Department. A few boys' schools Have a Vocational bias mainly in-the direction of Agriculture and Weaving. It is hoped that these will be organised and developed and they would become the basis of an enlarged Vocational training. Government have ordered a definite course of Vocational instruction to be arranged for the benefit of Middle schools. A very significant development inaugurated in recent years is the introductioa of training in Music and Dancing. The Sri Chitrodaya. Narthakalaya was first started for teaching Dancing and last